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MINUTES/RECORD OF THE INISHOWEN MUNICIPAL DISTRICT ‘GOTOMEETING’ HELD ON TUESDAY 30th 

SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 1.00pm 

 

Councillors Present: 

Cllrs Paul Canning, Nicholas Crossan, Terry Crossan, Albert Doherty, Rena Donaghey, Martin Farren, 
Martin Mc Dermott, Bernard Mc Guinness and Jack Murray.  
 
Charlie McConalogue, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, was also present for a section of 
the meeting. 
 

Officials Present:  

John G McLaughlin, Chief Executive Officer, Aideen Doherty, Area Manager, Housing & Corporate,  Una 

Cresswell, A/Senior Staff Officer ,Housing & Corporate Services, Seamus Hopkins, Area Manager, Roads 

and Transportation, Killian Smith , Executive Planner , Mathew Byrne, Waste Protection Officer, Fiona 

Doherty, Development Officer, Community and Enterprise  and  Barney McLaughlin, Administrative 

Officer, Economic Development  

 

20.38 Consideration of the minutes of the Inishowen Municipal District Annual General Meeting held 

on 24th June 2020 

On the proposal of Cllr Terry Crossan  and seconded by Cllr Nicholas Crossan, the minutes of the 

Inishowen Municipal District Annual General Meeting held on 24th June 2020 were agreed. 

 

20.39 Consideration of the minutes of the Inishowen Municipal District Meeting held on 24th June 

2020 

On the proposal of Cllr Rena Donaghey  and seconded by Cllr Martin  McDermott , the minutes of the 

Inishowen Municipal District  Meeting held on 24th June 2020 were agreed. 

 

20.40 Consideration of the minutes of the Inishowen Municipal District Special meeting held on 23rd 

September 2020 

On the proposal of Cllr Martin Farren  and seconded by Cllr Terry Crossan, the minutes of the Inishowen 

Municipal District  Special meeting held on 23rd September  2020 were agreed. 

 

20.41 Minister Charlie McConalogue, Minister for Agriculture, Food and Marine logged into the 

meeting. 

The members collectively welcomed Charlie McConalogue, Minister for Agriculture, Food and Marine to 

the meeting and congratulated him on his recent appointment. It was acknowledged that the Minister 

was a local person and would be well aware of local issues and the background to them. Minister 

McConalogue thanked the members and officials for their kind comments. He said that he just wanted 

to check in with them. He said that he recognised the current challenges and difficulties for businesses 

and communities at this time with Covid and the detrimental effect it was having on the economy. He 

said he was also conscious that Brexit was very significant to Donegal and particularly Inishowen due to 
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its close proximity to Northern Ireland. He added that there would be significant agricultural and 

fisheries issues to consider. 

 

The members highlighted ongoing issues to the Minister including 

 Current Covid 19 issues 

 Environmental issues on western shore at Lough Foyle as a result of aquiculture activities.  

 The importance of maintaining and protecting  the livelihoods of oyster farmers  whilst taking 
environmental issues into account 

 Completion of  the Breakwater project in Greencastle  

 Brexit implications regarding fishing rights and waters in border areas. 

 Preserving the fishing industry in the county which is significant employer (18% in coastal areas) 

 Consideration of all other smaller piers around the county as well as Killybegs and Greencastle. 

 Mica Redress Issues 

 Buncrana Three School Campus. 

 Broadband Issues 
 

Minister McConalogue advised that he hoped to work in cooperation with the members and officials of 

Donegal County Council and is very happy to engage with all as much as possible. The Minister withdrew 

from the meeting.  

 

20.42 PLANNING  

The Planning Report was taken as read by Killian Smith, Executive Planner.  

 

20.42.01 Appendix B of Planning Report –Taking in Charge of Private Residential Estates 

It was agreed that a formal meeting was required to formalise taking in charge of estates. In addition to 

this, it was noted that Paddy Mullen, Senior Executive Engineer will be adding additional estates to the 

list. Cllr Jack Murray asked if there were any implications with delaying the process. Cllr Paul Canning 

said that he understood that the number of takeovers is limited due to budget constraints. It was agreed 

that Paddy Mullan would answer any members’ queries on the matter. 

 

The estates put forward today were proposed by Cllr Jack Murray and seconded by Cllr Paul Canning. 

However, it was agreed that this could be discussed in a workshop format on 27th October. 2020  

  

20.42.02 Dates for Planning Clinics 

Cllr Albert Doherty requested dates for planning clinics in October. Killian Smith, Executive Planner 

advised that clinics would be taking place every second Wednesday commencing 7th October.  

 

20.42.03    Planning Applications for Telephone Masts 

Cllr Farren expressed the view that any major planning applications such as applications for phone masts 

should be brought to the members at an early stage. Some discussion took place and there was a 

consensus that members should be informed. A lack of communication with phone network providers 

was also noted.  It was mentioned that in the past it had been agreed that significant applications should 

be flagged to members and it was agreed that this matter should be reviewed. Killian Smith said that 
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weekly lists of significant planning  applications could be sent to members.  He added that he can not 

comment on individual applications. 

 

The general consensus of the members was that there was a requirement for improved engagement by 

the planning service with members. 

 

20.42.04 Depopulation of Rural Ireland 

Cllr Martin McDermott expressed the view that Donegal County Council did not have a positive enough 

view of developing rural Ireland and that its lack of provision for rural housing reflected this, such as the 

lack of Specific Instance cottages in the county. He added that he thought the process from start of 

planning to finish for the council providing SI houses could take six years which he believes is ridiculous. 

Killian Smyth advised that this was a housing matter. 

 

20.42.05 Variation of County Development Plan 

Killian Smith advised that he was not sure at this point of the timeframe for the Variation of the County 

Development Plan. 

 

 

20.43 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INFORMATION SYSTEMS & EMERGENCY SERVICES 

The report was taken as read by Barney Mc Laughlin, Administrative Officer, Economic Development, 

(Tourism and Economic Development Initiatives) 

 

20.43.01. Dunree  

Barney Mc Laughlin, Administrative Officer, advised that he was working in collaboration with 

Community Development and Planning Services to progress a range of strategic projects including 

Platforms for Growth, Stage three applications for large scale investment at Fort Dunree. He said he was 

hopeful of a positive outcome. 

 

 

20.43.02 #LoveDonegal Day 

Barney McLaughlin advised that the#LoveDonegal day took place on 16th September 2020 -The aim of 

which was to showcase the people, music, arts, businesses, marine, culture landscape of Donegal 

worldwide reaching out to the Diaspora and celebrating Donegal as a great place to live, work and 

invest. 

 

20.43.03. InvestDonegal  

Barney McLaughlin updated members on invest donegal as highlighted in the report. It was noted that : 

Invest Donegal LinkedIn and Twitter (@DonegalInvest) accounts were set up in March & May 2020 

respectively and statistics are now available to view. 

 

24.43.04  Updates  

Updates were provided by Barney McLaughlin on the following: 
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 Working Co Spaces and Digital Hubs 

 Tide Project 

 Remote Working 

 Atlantic Economic Corridor 

 Research and Policy Unit  

 Trail Gazers Project  

 Local Enterprise Office  

 Strategic Funding Unit 
 

20.43.05 Tourism Projects 

It was noted that a domestic campaign to promote tourism was due to commence in October but this is 

now stalled due to Covid restrictions. 

 

Cllr Martin McDermott expressed his frustration that there had been only one meeting in relation to 

tourism since the start of the current council. He requested an update and sought clarification on the 

relationship between Explore Inishowen and Donegal Tourism and said that it is vitally important that as 

a county, we all pull together, particularly when all sectors of the tourism industry are hit so hard by the 

current Covid pandemic. The consensus of the members was that Inishowen should be included in all 

promotional material and trade fairs going forward as part of the promotion of Donegal as a whole. 

 

Barney McLaughlin advised that he had noted the members’ comments and was taking them on board. 

He added that a meeting had been due to take place but had been cancelled due to the covid pandemic. 

 

Cllr Albert Doherty commented on the level of stay cations this year as a result of the pandemic and said 

it was encouraging to see so many visitors to Malin Head and other popular beaches and attractions in 

Inishowen However, he suggested, and members agreed that there are many items to consider going 

forward such as: 

 Road Access  

 Parking facilities for motor homes and visitors 

 Traffic Management  
 

20.43.06 Water Tankers 

The query raised on the availability of water tankers and their location at the last meeting of Inishowen 

Municpal District meeting was reiterated.   

 

20.44 ENVIRONMENT 

Mathew Byrne, Waste Protection Officer presented the Environment report to the members 

 

Mathew Byrne updated the member on matters including: 

 Bulky goods collection  

 Farm Plastic Collection 

 Upcycling 
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20. 44.01 Tidy Towns  

Mathew Byrne, Waste Protection Officer advised that a workshop took place on 23rd July with the Tidy 

Towns Committee and that additional meetings were being organised. The effort of Tidy Towns 

committees in Inishowen was acknowledged. 

 

20.44.02 Report on Lagg Beach  

Mathew Byrne confirmed that the report prepared on Lagg beach has been circulated to landowners 

and interested parties and that if anybody wanted a copy there is no problem in obtaining one. 

 

20.44.03. Illegal Dumping  

 Cllr Terry Crossan expressed his gratitude to the Environment Section for addressing the illegal dumping 

issues at Ballyarnett, Muff. 

 

20.44.04 Waste Deadline Waste Presentation Bye-Laws 

As outlined in the report ,a copy of the draft bye-laws is included for and the Elected Members are 
invited to review them and submit observations prior to the draft text going forward for public 
consultation by Friday 2nd October,2020. 

 

20.44.05 Inappropriate Disposal of Waste Products 

Cllr Paul Canning referred to the disposal of waste roads products such as cat’s eyes being 

inappropriately disposed of by contractors Cllr Bernard McGuinness asked about facilities for disposing 

of waste paint. 

 

20.44.06  Coastal Erosion 

Cllr Bernard McGuinness expressed his concerns about coastal erosion. He referred to a coastal erosion 

study that was completed twenty five years ago and asked that another survey of beaches should be 

completed in order to ascertain the level of coastal erosion. 

 

20.44.07 Lisfannon Beach 

Cllr Rena Donaghey said that it was of paramount importance to try and have the blue flag status back 

for Lisfannon Beach. She requested that the Council progress this matter and keep the restoration of the 

blue flag status on the agenda.  

 

20.45 COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE 

The report was taken as read by Fiona Doherty, Development Officer  

 

20.45.01 Town and Village Renewal Accelerated Measures 

Fiona Doherty updated the members on the recent announcement regarding funding allocations  to  

Explore Inishowen, Clonmany Community Centre  and Carrigans Tidy Towns  granted under the Town 

and Village Renewal Accelerated Measures to help adjust to Covid-19 regulations. 
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20.45.02 Malin Head Visitor Management Plan  

Cllr Martin McDermott expressed his dissatisfaction in relation to the length of time taken to advance 

the Malin Head Visitor Management plan. He acknowledged the response from Fiona Doherty that the 

team were working on preparing a planning application to be completed at the end of the year. He 

referred to the presentation to the elected members prior to the public engagement evenings that took 

place last December at Malin Head, Malin Town, Carndonagh and Culdaff.  Cllr McDermott requested a 

meeting to be organised with the Elected Members, project team members consisting of Council 

officials, Consultants and Failte Ireland.  

 

20.45.03 Culdaff Play Park  

Cllr Bernard McGuinness referred to the meeting that he attended at Culdaff Play Park with Mark 

Gallagher, Executive Engineer responsible for play parks. He stated that he hoped the solution discussed 

to replenish the playground could be advanced as soon as possible. 

 

20.45.04 Ard Cille Bride (MUGA), Carndonagh  

Cllr Albert Doherty sought an update in relation to the issues associated with the Multi Use Games area 

at Ard Cille Bride in Carndonagh.  Fiona Doherty indicated that the Executive Engineer was meeting with 

the energy company on site to address the issues associated with the flood lighting.  She added that he 

was also organizing the repair of the Astro turf.  

 

20.45.05 Barrack Hill, Carndonagh  

Cllr Albert Doherty suggested that the climbing wall within Barrack Hill Park should be taken down if a 

solution to the issues associated with the insurance of the wall cannot be addressed.   

 

20.45.06 Barrack Hill Town Park 

Cllr Albert Doherty said that he would like to congratulate all those involved with Barrack Hill Town Park 

on achieving a Green Flag 2020/2021 Award.  It is recognised that the accolade is only awarded to parks 

for exceeding tough environmental standards in green space management, and excellence of visitor 

attractions. He added that eighty four parks and gardens from across the Republic of Ireland have 

received 2020/21 Green Flag Awards, more than any other country outside the UK. Special thanks to the 

Tidy Town’s Committee, Community Gardens and to Michael Hennigan, was expressed. 

 

Seamus Hopkins, Area Manager, Roads and Transportation stated that the Green Flag Award was similar 

to the Blue Flag awards and that it had been a good learning experience and that there is a plan to try 

and achieve the awards across the county hopefully. Cllr Rena Donaghey congratulated all  

Involved and said that a tremendous amount of work and planning had been put in. Cllr Bernard 

McGuinness also expressed his congratulations to all. 

 

20.45.06 Carndonagh Riverside Walk  

Cllr Albert Doherty sought a date for a workshop meeting with officials regarding the way forward for 

the restoration of the Carndonagh Riverside Walk damaged during the August 2017 flooding. He 

acknowledged the advice that a survey assessment, cost analysis and holistic approach was necessary 
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for the re-alignment of the Riverside walking route and he wished to see this progressed. Fiona Doherty 

agreed to follow up on this matter and respond directly to Cllr Albert Doherty.  

 

20.45.07 Cycle Lanes in Carndonagh  

In response to a request by Cllr Albert Doherty, Fiona Doherty indicated that she would liaise with 

Seamus Hopkins, Area Manager, Roads and Transportation regarding a request by a local group to 

explore the possibility of installing cycle lanes in and around Carndonagh town.  

 

20.45.08  Portaleen Brae Viewing Platform, Glengad.  

Cllr Bernard McGuinness requested that the small car park overlooking Portaleen could be improved. 

Fiona Doherty stated that in conjunction the Roads Directorate and the manager of the Glengad 

Community Centre, a funding application under the Clár funding programme has been submitted. She 

told the Members that the funding application is to develop and enhance the outdoor community 

recreational space consisting of 15-20 car parking spaces, landscaping, interpretative/community 

information board, seating and picnic benches overlooking Portaleen pier on the Wild Atlantic Way.  She 

added that an announcement on this funding stream will be made in November 2020.  

 

Cllr Martin Farren stated that he wished to commend the excellent work been carried out by Fiona 

Doherty in the Inishowen peninsula and he also acknowledged the funding she obtained for the area 

over the past few years.  

 

20. 46 ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION 
The Roads and Transportation report circulated by Seamus Hopkins, Area Manager, Roads and 

Transportation was taken as read. It was noted that matters were covered in a Roads Workshop last 

Friday. 

 

20.46.01 Roads at Tip O’Neill Former Home Place 

Cllr Nicholas Crossan referred to the roads at Tip O’Neill Former home place that had really opened up 

the area making the area a very attractive place to visit and would increase tourism. 

 

20.46.02 Miscellaneous Roads Matters for Consideration/Updates 

The following were raised by the members for consideration and updates: 

 

 Traffic calming at Westbrook, Buncrana 

 Pedestrian Crossing at Fahan 

 Lights at Foyle Hotel, Moville 

 White lining at Quigley’s Point to  Whitecastle  

 Clar Corner , Redcastle 

 Aught Road, Muff  

 Greenbank Road , Quigley’s Point  Safety Measures 

 Public lighting at Barrack Hill  

 Crossing at Barrack Hill  

 Salt Barns 
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 Bridge St , Carndonagh 

 Inishowen Co op Yard 

 Pathway to Fr Hegarty’s Rock  Upkeep  

 Castle Bridge Area Upkeep  
 

20.47 HOUSING &CORPORATE SERVICES  

Aideen Doherty, Area Manager, Housing and Corporate Services presented the Housing report to the 

members and updated them on matters. 

 

20. 47.01 Rural Housing – SI Houses 

The general consensus of the members was that that the provision of SI houses in rural areas needs to 

progressed as soon as possible. Cllr McGuinness, said it was important to provide rural social housing 

and keep the numbers up in local schools  

 

20.47.02 Local Property Tax 

Some discussion took place on Local Property Tax. It was noted that the Local Property Tax was not 

actually increased and was the same as last year.  It was also noted that the 1.7m last year fund was 

used to progress twenty six projects in the county and as such was an important source of income  

The rate of Local Property Tax in Donegal was increased by fifteen per cent for 2020. For 2021, Donegal 

County Council resolved to maintain the rate of Local Property Tax at the same level as that which 

applied in 2020.  Prior to the increase in 2020 there had been no increases since 2013. 

 

20.47.03 Library Services  

Cllr Albert Doherty requested that library services in Carndonagh should be restored as soon as possible. 

 

20.47.04 Budget Workshop 

It was agreed that the Budget 2021 Workshop will take place on 6th October 2020 

 

20.47.05 Inishowen Budget 2021 Meeting and Inishowen Municpal District October Meeting 

It was agreed that the Budget 2020 meeting would take place on 27th October at 12.30pm and the 

October Inishowen Municpal District Meeting would follow at 1.00pm  

 
 

Certified:______________________                                  Date: ______________ 

                 Cathaoirleach 

 

 

 

              __________________ 

           Area Manager                                                                Date: ______________ 

     

 


